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Friday 12th February 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

After a very challenging half term, I think we are all ready for a well-earned break. Thank you for supporting 

the children at home with their learning whether it be on Seesaw, paper or both. I have enjoyed logging onto 

Seesaw to see all of the wonderful learning that takes place each day.  

As I have repeated each week, we understand how hard it is to teach children at home but you are supporting 

the children admirably. Staff have enjoyed the weekly calls home as a way of keeping in touch with the 

children and families. We do hope that we can welcome all of the children back soon because we all agree that 

children learn best in the traditional classroom manner. As a school, and as teachers, we do not find out any 

information around school returns any quicker than you, as parents do, but as soon as we know anything we 

will contact you.  

I wanted to also say a big thank you to all of the staff at school who work hard every day to ensure that home 

learning continues and school continues to run smoothly. At Village, we always put the children first and value 

very strongly the relationship that we have with the local community here in Thornaby.  

In Autumn Term, the Year 2 class completed their Phonics Screening Check. This is a national test that happens 

each year for Year 1 pupils, but because of Covid was delayed last year. Despite the six-month school 

absences, our pupils performed well with 80% of the children passing the test despite having only a few 

months to catch up. Every child made significant progress and our results increased 10% on the previous year. 

Well done to the staff involved who worked tirelessly to support the children in a short space of time. Thank 

you to the parents who, as ever, continue to support the children at home.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Mr Birtwhistle 
Acting Head. 
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