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Thursday 28th January 2021  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope you are well and managing in these very difficult times.  

On Wednesday, I attended a virtual meeting of Stockton Primary Head teachers. The Head of Public Health for 

Stockton was speaking and explained, sadly, that Thornaby now has the highest Covid case rate in the area. This 

was a shock because it was only two weeks ago that Thornaby’s rates were much lower. We continue to do 

everything we can and hope that you will too. As we have stated before, school should be a last resort for 

families because, particularly with our youngest children, social distancing in a class is impossible. In my role, I 

have a duty of care towards children and staff. Also, we do not want children bringing Covid home to you. 

 Staff are testing themselves at home twice a week, in line with government requirements, which is another part 

of keeping our children and staff safe. However, with this new testing, there is a chance that a bubble could ‘go 

down’ with short notice and parts of school may have to close with little warning. Please be understanding if 

this does happen. I am sure you will agree though, we have performed admirably so far with no closures (touch 

wood).  

Half Term 

At half term, school will be closed completely as it would in ‘normal’ times. I apologise to those of you that are 

critical workers if this causes you undue stress and pressure. Online learning will not take place that week 

obviously, as staff, children and parents need a break.  

Home Learning 

Those of you engaged in online learning, or with paper packs, are doing a marvellous job supporting your 

children. Thank you. If you need any support or advice about learning, please contact your child’s class Teacher, 

or Teaching Assistant because they can direct or support you. As I say each week, any learning at home is better 

than nothing. Regular and often is also highly beneficial particularly for those aged eight and under.  

In addition to Seesaw, we would recommend all of the resources that we subscribe to for you such as Epic, Times 

Tables Rockstars, Spelling Shed, Espresso, Phonics Play. These are all safe, effective things that help children 

learn in in a fun way and save you getting stressed! Also, as a parent mentioned to me on Monday, CGP books 

http://www.thevillageprimary.org.uk/


from Amazon, Home Bargains, Asda are also really useful because many people prefer learning on paper – as I 

do. I have attached pictures below.  

Stay well.  

  

 

R Birtwhistle. 
Acting Head. 

 

These books are great and 

are often under £3 from 

shops in Thornaby Centre.  


