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Tuesday 5th January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Firstly, thank you for being so understanding and patient with school in these difficult circumstances. As a 

school, we did not know anything about the closures until last night, at the same time that you found out.  

From tomorrow, Wednesday 6th January, school will only be open to the following children. This also applies to 

Nursery.  

- Children in the care of the Local Authority. 

- Vulnerable children – those with an active social worker or an EHCP 

- Adopted children or those with a special guardianship order 

- Children of critical workers that are critical’ to the Covid response including 

 

• Health and Social Care staff 

• Education and Childcare providers 

• Social Workers 

• Those essential to the justice system 

• Religious Staff 

• Charity workers delivering front-line services 

• Journalists and broadcasters 

• Local and National government employees 

• Public safety and national security e.g. police, MOD, fire and rescue, probation.  

• Transport staff 

• Utilities, communication and financial services e.g. bank workers, those working in water sectors.  

• Postal service and deliveries 

• Payments providers 

• Waste disposal services.  

 

Further examples can be found on the government website for critical workers.  

With critical workers, school should be a LAST resort whereby there is no one else at home to look after the 

children. If a partner at home is not a Critical Worker, then they should supervise the children at home. Home 

http://www.thevillageprimary.org.uk/


is the safest place during a national lockdown. A member of staff from school will ring you this afternoon to 

discuss your request.  

 

Remote Learning 

All children will have access to remote learning at home via Seesaw. This works on all devices including ipads, 

laptops and phones. Seesaw is the ideal way for your child to complete work set straight from the class 

teacher. It also allows staff to feedback to children on their work and assess children’s progress. Teachers will 

upload daily videos, worksheets and activities. Please play your part in your child’s education by working with 

them each day to help them improve academically. The children would not refuse to complete work at school 

so working at home is no different. At the same time, children would not be expected to complete six hours 

worth of work in a day. Suggested times for work are outlined below as a rough guide.  

Early Years Pupils (Nursery and Reception 

aged 3-5) 

1-2 hours of activities set by school.  

Key Stage One (Years 1-2 aged 5-7) 2- 2.5 hours  

Key Stage Two (Years 3,4,5,6 aged 7-11) 3 hours per day 

 

If you are working at home, you can make home learning suit your work hours. Children can access Seesaw at 

any time and this does not have to be on a morning. Feel free to supervise the children working when it suits 

you and your schedule, or set them off independently. All tasks should not need complete adult direction or 

supervision.  

Resources 

If you can’t access Seesaw, staff are on hand to support you through this. Please contact school. Paper packs 

are available for those without the technology. If you would like a paper pack, please contact school via phone 

to arrange a time to come and collect work.  

Useful resources at home include Espresso (which all children have access to) Times Tables Rockstars, Spelling 

Shed, Phonics Play. If you have lost the log ins for these, please contact the class teacher who has them ready 

to reissue. The government’s virtual school, ‘Oak National Academy’ has some really useful resources and 

videos online. Remember, any work, reading, spelling is better than nothing at all.  

Thank you for your understanding at this difficult time. We are working flat out in very difficult and challenging 

circumstances.  

Best wishes 

 

Mr Birtwhistle 
Acting Head 


