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Friday 22nd January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope that you and your family are safe in these worrying times. I have been shocked to hear just how 

overwhelmed North Tees has been during the last week with over 200 Covid patients. With this in mind, I need 

to reiterate that school really is the last resort even for key worker children and if anyone can keep a child at 

home for a day then they should. This instruction and advice goes against everything we believe in as a school 

and as teachers.   

We are following all of the protocols and safety guidelines, but particularly with our three year olds, social 

distancing is impossible. Staff are now conducting their own tests in line with government advice so if we have 

positive cases we will have to close bubbles. The school has performed remarkably well not to have to close a 

bubble yet. I thank you as our school community for this and the staff and children who have been fantastic.  

Baby News 

We would like to send our congratulations to Mrs Mallabar, who last Sunday delivered a little boy, Zachary 

weighing in at 8 pound 2 ounces. Mrs Mallabar is a Teaching Assistant in Reception and has worked in school for 

three years. Best wishes to her and husband, Scott.  

Also, apologies for not congratulating Charlotte Lightfoot, our lunchtime supervisor, earlier on the birth of her 

daughter, Louelle. Charlotte is a very dedicated member of staff and has worked closely with children of all ages, 

but particularly children in Nursery and Reception Classes. Best wishes to Charlotte, Shaun, Layla, Jenson and 

Scarlett. Giving birth is hard at the best of times but in this covid era it is very tricky.  

Home Learning 

A high percentage of children and families are now accessing home learning through Seesaw or paper-based 

packs. As a school, we highly recommend Seesaw because it allows children to view teaching videos from staff 

members and still feel part of their class. Teachers can also mark work and give instant feedback across a range 

of subjects, just as we would in class.  As the head, I have also been marking work and I have enjoyed seeing all 

of the lovely things that the children are doing at home. Learning at home is vital, and it is always better to do 

something rather than nothing. Please don’t ever worry about teaching them ‘the wrong thing’. Any time you 
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spend with your child is beneficial and will help your child when they finally return to school.  In September, we 

found that children who had worked more at home found returning easier.  

Watching the work and the videos that the children have submitted to Seesaw, I have been very impressed with 

how you as parents are supporting the children, prompting them to speak and discussing the learning. You are 

doing remarkably well and need to give yourselves credit. As I said last week, teaching two boys at my house is 

a thousand times harder than a class of pupils. This week, between fights, strops and cooking endless amounts 

of chicken nuggets, my boys have completed their own Seesaw tasks, but it is never without a battle. This is 

normal and is why children need school and why we need to follow the rules so that we can get back to normal 

life.  

Thank you to those that filled out our mini survey about the work we are providing. We always appreciate your 

honest feedback and value your opinions highly.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

R Birtwhistle. 
Acting Head Teacher. 
 

 

  
 


