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Friday 15th January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I hope that you are safe and well in these hard times. Thank you for the hard work that you are putting in by 

teaching the children at home.  

As staff, we all have children at home and we know how tricky it is. I am currently spending a fortune on jammy 

dodgers to bribe my youngest into completing phonics work whilst battling with my eldest to keep off the X Box! 

This is why we are here to help with home learning as best we can whether it be on Seesaw or by paper packs. 

Seesaw is a fantastic tool because it is easy to use for parents, children and staff. We can mark work, interact 

with the children and it lets you the parent see how your child is managing each day.  

This lockdown, more children are accessing Seesaw and the work is of a higher standard – well done to the 

children and yourselves. If you need any advice or help feel free to ring the office and we can offer solutions.  

At home, any work completed is better than none at all and reading, as it always has been, is the key to learning. 

Teachers will be signposting parents and children to ‘Epic’ that is an online stock of reading resources that you 

can access. More and more reading books are online nowadays or can be accessed on Oxford Owl or You Tube. 

Indeed, just listening to a story is hugely beneficial in terms of language and listening skills.  

Vouchers and Free-School Meals 

There has been a lot of media coverage regarding the Free-School Meals situation this week. As a school, 

sandwiches/meals/packs are provided by Stockton Borough Council’s catering team. We do not have say in 

whether we provide parcels, sandwiches or vouchers. We simply distribute food or vouchers because we know 

individual families and their circumstances.  

From the week beginning January 25th, Stockton Council are issuing vouchers to families and as soon as we know 

further details, we will be in touch immediately.  As soon as we have vouchers, we will give them out because 

we know how important they are. Parents here at Village have been really understanding and patient with this 

and we appreciate this because decisions are out of our hands. Some other schools, particularly secondary, have 

different catering arrangements with different providers, so may have been able to provide things quicker than 

Stockton Council.  

http://www.thevillageprimary.org.uk/


 

Finally, staff might ring you at home each week to see if they can offer help and just for a chat. So, if you have a 

missed call from school, or an unknown number do not panic – you aren’t in trouble. We just like to let the 

children know that we are here for them as a friendly voice and haven’t forgotten about you or them.  

Thank you for your ongoing support, hard work and patience. We all really value the way our school community 

has come together over the past few months.  

 

Best Wishes,  
Mr Birtwhistle 

 


