
English  

 Our English recovery curriculum aims to bridge pupil’s personal, social, and 
emotional development within the academic curriculum. With a focus on key skills 
and ‘front loaded objectives’ we believe that learning loss can be eradicated and 
attainment can be restored.  Children will use English as a vehicle to discuss 
Philosophy alongside books/current global issues. This will enable pupils to engage 
critically with news items, potential fake news, internet sources of information and 
many ‘English related aspects’ of the future world. Children will see and make 
philosophical links with class novels and interpret issues or storylines so that they 
can process and evaluate societal issues that link to their lives. In this way, books will 
enable children to empathise with others and understand the differences in the world 
that can unite and divide society.  

 
 
 
Outcomes 
In order to effectively ensure learning continues to build on children’s attainment at 
age- related expectations and supports transition into the next year group, as much as 
possible, teachers will need to be aware of both prior attainment and current 
attainment when making decisions on how to focus learning and identify gaps. 
Teachers will plan, with support from Team Leaders, key learning outcomes for the 
next term for teachers to identify what has and has not been secured in order to 
support planning for return to school. Teacher’s will use Village progression 
documents to ‘front load’ the curriculum so that key skills and objectives are taught and 
retaught. Key objectives have been planned with Village pupils in mind. In reading a 
key focus will be on fluency and then retrieval of information from the text. In writing, 
key aspects of grammar will be studied so that key foundations are in place and rapid 
progression can occur.  
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Phonics and early reading 
 

 Children are to be provided with a rigorous phonics programme to support 
early reading and writing. This is to be rooted in books, context and hands on 
learning. Phonics is based on a sequential pedagogy that teaches new 
learning and supports or fixes gaps in knowledge. Phonics is aligned and 
supported with books so that phonics can start to support early reading.  

 
 
The government recognises the importance of early reading and have recommended a 
focus on children catching up when they return to school. Children in Reception and 
Year 1 have had a significant break in their systematic synthetic phonics-teaching 
programme and when they return to school, it is probable that grapheme, phoneme 
correspondence (GPC’s) that had been taught but not yet stored in the long-term 
memory will appear forgotten. 
 
In order to ensure that catch-up is effective and does not further impact on their long 
term success in reading we will prioritise the following points in Year 1: 
 

o teach Phase 3 phonemes daily as a whole class speed sound session 
o provide additional catch-up outside of the phonics session if needed 
o use revisit/review sessions to recap GPCs that have been previously taught but 

appear forgotten 
o where children’s progress is a concern, act quickly to try to identify what their 

difficulty is 
o to follow a rigorous pedagogy across EYFS and Y1 with a set structure.  

 
Children need to be reading decodable books in order to support the development of 
phonics fluency. During individual reading, adult and child will have different copies of 
the same book so that children are supported during the session whilst adhering to 
regulations set out in the school risk assessment. Where possible, individual reading 
should happen daily.  
 
Targeted support should be given to any children who are working below age- related 
end points as set out in school policy. Use assessment to inform the content of one to 
one tuition and group intervention. 
English - Please note curriculum activities can be planned for both indoor and outdoor 
sessions. 
 
Recommended KS1 books list: 

o The Worrysaurus by Rachel Bright and Chris Chatterton 
o The Invisible Sting by Patrice Karst 
o Ravi’s Roar by Tom Pervical 
o Ruby’s Worry by Tom Percival (worry) 
o The Building Boy by Ross Montgomery  
o Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall  
o On a Magical do Nothing Day by Beatrice Alemanga  
o The Tiger who came to Tea by Judith Kerr (core text) 
o Hairy Maclary by Lynley Dodd (core text) Good Little Wolf by Nadia Shireen  
o Matilda’s Cat by Emily Gravett  
o The Heart and the Bottle by Oliver Jeffers 

 
Recommended KS2 book list: 



o The Little Iceburg by Nicky Murray 
o The Red Tree by Shaun Tan (hope) A World of Our Own by Laura Carlin 
o How the Whale Became by Ted Hughes 
o Bold Women in Black History by Vashti Harrison 
o The King who Banned the Dark by Emily Haworth-Booth After the Fall by Dan 

Santat 
o The Giant’s Necklace by Michael Mopurgo The Fib -George Layton 
o Key worker recommended book list: 
o The Voices in the Park by Anthony Browne (perpesctive/friendship/alienation) 

Farther by Grahame Baker Smith (love/hope/ambition) 
o Here we are by Oliver Jeffers 

 
 
Handwriting 
The key learning outcomes focus on the importance of forming letters and writing at 
speed for the specified year groups retuning. To ensure children build up their fine and 
gross motor skills, sizing, formation and spacing of letters each pod will allocate time to 
practise and tighten up on key handwriting outcomes. This can be completed as an 
isolated session or part of your outdoor sessions. It would also be useful to integrate 
time into your day to develop fine motor skills and visual sequential memory. There are 
some good resources on www.gonoodle.com that you could use to support your 
delivery. These activities will also help to break up what may seem to a long day after 
such a long period of time away from school and help to rebuild children’s stamina as 
they are reintroduced to the school day. 
 
Support for planning and assessment 
Ongoing evaluation of your children and where they sit within the recovery framework 
will be pivotal when planning for English when returning to school. It might be that 
some children are ready for more academic focuses than others so please use your 
judgement as the pod lead to determine which of the academic lessons you choose. 
 

 
 
 
Reading for pleasure 
Opportunities for teacher read aloud need to be embedded into the timetable in order 
to continue the momentum of reading for pleasure for the children. Children will also 
have a reading books which will be kept in school (one for fluency and one for 
decoding and comprehension) 

 

http://www.gonoodle.com/

