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British Values Policy 
June 2019 

 
Rationale 
In June 2014, the Secretary of State for Education announced that schools would be required to 
actively promote British Values from September 2014. 
The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation 
on all schools to promote the fundamental British values.” 
The British Values are defined as: 

• Democracy  
• The rule of law  
• Individual liberty  
• Mutual respect  
• Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs  

 
At Village Primary School we are committed to actively promoting British values and  
These values are taught explicitly through our curriculum and through subjects such as Personal, 
Social, Health and Emotional (PSHE), history and Religious Education (RE). 
At the heart of these values lie good relationships in which staff, parents and pupils work together 
towards common goals. It is our aim through this policy to ensure we effectively share with pupils, 
staff, governors and the wider community these goals and how as a school they are part of our 
school vision and ethos. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
At Village Primary School we aim to: 
Actively promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, 
mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 
Encourage pupils to develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate 
fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. 
Ensure that principles such as: 
- right and wrong 
- accepting responsibility for their own behaviour 
- showing initiative 
- contributing positively to the school and wider community 
            are actively modelled and promoted. 
Prevent the promotion of biased political views in the teaching of any subject in the school and take 
such steps that are reasonable to ensure that where political issues are brought to the attention of 
pupils they are offered a balanced presentation of opposing views. 
Protect children and young people against the messages of all extremist views (be it religious, 
political etc). 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
The Governors and staff at Village Primary School will: 
Ensure that fundamental British values are embedded as an integral part of the ethos and culture of 
Village Primary School. 
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Ensure that there are effective risk assessments and screening policies and procedures in place to 
safeguard and promote pupils’ welfare against the threat of extremism and radicalisation (see Safe 
Guarding policy) 
Challenge opinions or behaviours in school by students, staff, visitors, volunteers or parents that 
are contrary to fundamental British values, including extremist views. 
Ensure that pupils understand that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is 
essential for their well-being and safety and that while different people may hold different views 
about what is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, all people living in England are subject to its law. 
Ensure all pupils within the school, regardless of age, have a voice that is listened to. 
Reinforce fundamental British values through the curriculum, extracurricular activities and 
assemblies. 
Ensure that all pupils are taught a broad and balanced curriculum especially in subjects such as RE, 
History etc which takes account of the teaching and practices represented in Britain. 
Enable our students to develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to 
participate fully in and contribute positively to our local community and life in modern Britain. 
 
Curriculum 
Below each area of British values is taken and how it is being implemented throughout the 
curriculum and wider school life is detailed. 
 
 
Democracy  
School Council members are elected by their classmates and promote pupil voice through the work 
of the council. 
 
The ethos in every classroom supports children expressing their preferences and making 
democratic decisions (votes for class treats, songs to be played while brushing teeth).  
 
Democracy is taught through the PSHE scheme of work (see policy). 
 
 
The Rule of Law  
School rules are clear and fair and are reinforced throughout the school day by everyone through 
positive reinforcement such as stickers, certificates.  For inappropriate behaviour we have a 
consistent behaviour code in school with staged responses. (see the school Behaviour Policy). 
 
The Golden Rules, displayed in each classroom, help children to distinguish right from wrong and to 
develop an understanding of consequences for their actions.  
 
Our curriculum teaches children about the importance of staying within agreed boundaries and the 
consequences of breaking these boundaries (Foundation Stage PSED Managing Feelings and 
through the PSHE curriculum i.e. Year 6 ‘How do rules affect me?’ Spring Term).  
 
Visits from authorities such as the police, fire service and paramedics to promote an understanding 
of the job and role of those with responsibility in the community. 
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Individual Liberty  
We expect through our consistent behaviour code that children take responsibility for their 
behaviour as well as knowing their rights.  
 
Children are given freedom to make choices in numerous aspects of daily school life e.g. choice of 
meals at lunch time, method of recording, participation in extra-curricular activities.  
 
Children are taught that they have a right to be free from victimisation through our anti-bullying 
culture and specific work relating to anti-bullying in PSHE.  
 
Children are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and 
are taught how to exercise these safely, for example through our work on e-safety and PSHE 
lessons.  
 
Children are taught about the importance of individual liberty and the impact of the loss of this 
liberty on communities, societies and countries through our history and RE curriculum particularly, 
for example through the study of World War 2 (Year 6 Autumn Term), the role of inequality in 
different cultures and countries and the freedom to express personal beliefs and faith practices.  
 
Children are taught to have compassion and consideration for individuals and groups who suffer as 
a result of circumstances that affect their individual liberty through charitable fundraising for 
organisations such as the local food bank, Children in Need, Comic Relief and Book Aid.  
 
 
Mutual Respect  
Mutual respect is at the heart of all we do at Village Primary School.  
 
There is an expectation that all members of the school community treat each other with respect 
and this is actively modelled by all adults in school.  
 
Children are taught to celebrate the achievements of others and respect differences in talents, 
abilities and skills. There is an ethos of high praise in school where children’s efforts are rewarded 
publicly in assemblies, by the giving of stickers or certificates and children are sent to other staff in 
school for further praise and celebration.  
 
Children are taught to identify and challenge prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour through our 
PSHE curriculum and the ethos which underpins all that we do. 
 
Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 
Our RE curriculum teaches children in school about the beliefs and practices of different faiths and 
emphasises the need to be accepting and open to ideas and practices that are different to their 
own (Nursery celebrate Diwali).  
 
Children learn about different countries (i.e. Year 2 Spain), cultures and traditions through our 
geography, history and PSHE curriculum.  
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We seek to provide a window into the wider world through discussion of current affairs and news, 
through visits and visitors.  
 
Our anti-bullying culture enforces an expectation that everyone has the right to be treated with 
dignity and respect, regardless of any differences in faith, ethnicity, gender, disability or 
orientation. 
 
The list below is not intended to be exhaustive but gives an idea of how British Values is a part of 
our whole curriculum 
 
History- important events and famous people  
PHSCE- values, behaviour, life skills  
RE-faiths, morals, understanding  
Music- national music and identify  
Art and DT- British art, artists and designers;  
Geography- world awareness week, understanding and knowledge of other countries, human 
impact on the environment  
Science- healthy eating, active life style, health and safety 
English- British literature 
Maths- British systems, monetary values 
ICT- internet safety 
PE- fitness, life style, sportsmanship 
 
We see our role contributing to the following areas: 

- In the class 
- Around school 
- In the playground                       
- At home                             
- In the immediate community 
- The wider community 

 
 
 
Rights Respecting School Award 
We are very proud of our RRSA journey and achievements so far and our RRSA ambassadors will 
support the school during 2019-2020 in embedding and developing practice, whilst working 
towards achieving the silver award.  
 
 
 
 
 


